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Introduction

Yonaguni Island is located at the western end of Japan, 111 kms from Taiwan. This book
is a compilation of the experiences and memories of Ms. N. Wakaranko, who was born on this
island in 1954. Many elders trained her to be a Mutu ‘kahamad, a traditional advisor who taught
the islanders to live peacefully with plants and animals through daily and seasonal prayers to the
spirits. She grew up during a time of political upheaval, as ownership of the Okinawa Prefecture
was transferred from the U.S. to Japan. As a result, the island's lore and traditional wisdom has
remained in her, even though its recipients have been lost. The islanders' experiences of surviving
through various natural cataclysms has shaped a cosmology that includes the circulation of the
atmosphere and water on earth. In this book, Ms. Wakaranko expresses her memories through a
creative and unique form of art.

This book was published by the Research Institute of Humanity and Nature (RIHN). The
RIHN aims to solve global environmental problems from the perspectives of human cultures and
behaviors. Our LINKAGE project collaborates with the local people to showcase the sustainable
use of natural resources supported by the water cycles of coral 1slands. We hope that this book
will help readers and visitors to coral islands realize the importance of the islands’ traditional

ecological knowledge as a method to facilitate sustainable life change.
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A JREITER (FB) LMIEN7:Z 5 1 wasso weak and called chiyu, a dewdrop ready to disappear.
B BRB5WHL (18 2) OBH»IT. 2%, Two years old. Dressed up for the first going out.
C I3®r TR (L 225 7) LTIz, Shut up! (Mununna)was my name after the age

of thirteen.
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Chapter 1. My Early Life: Training to be a Mutu ‘kahamaz

As a baby, I had just begun walking when the island elders found me cheerfully
talking to dead leaves. They decided to train me as a future Mutu ‘kahamazi, a shaman
who advised the people about food acquisition, indicating seasons to the islanders, and
praying to each creature that is consumed by humans. A child who would be a future
Mutu ‘kahamai was supposed to have the following characteristics: a keen sense
of smell, knowledge of the directions of winds, and ability to predict weather. They
were also supposed to enjoy staying alone and talking to non-humans, and they

were to be satisfied even in shortage.
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“You are not you for yourself alone,” said the voices of Niraganachiz,
the ground deities.
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BE (BR) TOHFE Traditional childbirth in a cave, abu
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I am born: | was born in March 1954. Mother suffered from bearing me in her womb. She was too
weak to follow our tradition of staying in a cave (abu) during the difficult childbirth. At birth, | was
dark purple from not breathing. Mother could not embrace me until 20 days after giving birth.
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1.3 RAX%& Moonlight bathing

[TV FaUWN (boltdbob)| L, DRLBEARITNVWTHEIFT WV
ZLOLWH A, HED 13 H»5 16 HE T, BA+HE &0 4 HHOM., ®
DWFLIENTITLN R o RIS NTHIKIZTED > TV LT BEIZT 272012,
SESWESHTRBE (A oshewiziZ, dESnES>HLI (AR
T3, bz LIE, BITERIPSTHETHENDT [Vr 7V r 7V Uyryr~7] &
WNEUWTFEST, 20T oA RELSDHITT, KoleBNBEETURDTT, D
EDBEFTHDODHDBAD ZLZEBREBZLEVWIDT, CUERAIX, INSWbT:
LOSBIZIMENTOVDRLWE D IZFEEZo0F 2, }SZEZ')W)EF'&:HO)%zﬁf:oéSOE
FET, TSR LEDOTL, KBETHE Loz LIE, WOWHZTHELL
SBRVEDBEDI IO DT, BB (& )&wv%ﬁ&f@imfwibﬁob
WER A, FALDLI:LESFSET:012, EZ2ITTITd, wWob bl LEEIZEY

?E 7 paw T TANTWE LT, DIz L4RK
o’ ) {-‘,

7\ %ﬂh-,m, D, LW AR TTEL &

\\\ ;TLa;T;;ﬁ DF LT WA DWTADNITH

\ o - ® A T R _ N .

{ &‘7%55, P 4 2 ZWIZTZ 2 &R, CWE R AN

g, e, FRESATOARILTT, i

B LTI RV E Ei3, FROMNET
BOLNS S IHEED L5 %D
DEfESTINTHD & LTz H
IE ORREZES D2—-F ‘&>
LW (#D) oFETT,

VG e 17 HRS
lﬂlk/vf }{}Lumﬂ‘;ﬁq

ZETORAME Moonlight bathing at home
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Moonlight bathing: Moonlight bathing was thought to be the best way to keep me strong.
Grandpa brought me to a beach on full-moon nights. Standing naked in the sea, | cried from
the cold. “Not yet, not yet (maabin, maabin). Cry aloud and absorb the moonlight deep in your
throat,” said Grandpa.
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Crawling out of a latrine: A toilet (furu) is the most sacred place for us. Its goddess is the most
beautiful and powerful of all the deities. We stored human and animal excrement in a latrine for
fertilizer. | often fell into one of these fermenting pits. It started when | was very young, and |
continued to crawl out of a latrine until | was much older.
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1.5 BRI TZHY Locking myself up in a toilet

35 6K LbWET, DI UIIERIZITI oo THT, DO ZLEBHD
LT, ZALRKDLE LIZBNEGH S EITR VI L, [BRFIZEIE % 3%
SRDLT] ODEWRTT, KALZLBAWEEFLVWWI T, RERIZ., BNEBH B
Dbl:LE, BEIZHEMI»LONETDIZTEEHF LE Lz, & ZDROEATIZHIL
TIZH5DT, BIZRBLZRBNWEBHHCTL, A2 KETHLDOVWTWS D2 ITHE
IZHbhD EFA, BRAIZIFNEDTY (BRIFEBELT) Wi-oTIEL L, [
#F22bDT, REFLEEARIT, A—BDEN <&E> S<VDBIdINBE (fTIH
REQLIEDEEDLATZR) EFELTVE LT,

BELIXFTEOHET, B2 Lo TERTID LIEL, E2AEXRTHR ERITE
FEITHRSD [ROLE V] EEFEVWERATLR, AZAZERTREREIFIE, H
PETSNE LT, BERBRZLEVWELD, BWEBHH & o TFERTIZIZTZ D
DEFT, ORAHIZOPEZRLILETZLE, DOFTIVWAHTRAZLEBTIZET
L7zo EBL2ARTIE. WobDX Iz, [RVZLY wENNEN (DA D AL
WWEWWE) ] ERTEV, RERIZ, DI ULBMEFRTOHFT, EFHE L7z D
L7z LaWwk 21z, EEECATY £ LT,

ANEHOE»PLHBERRERLCELLIE, o LTHVWDIDTIRLL ., ZNEEER
IZBEE TV ZEKREIT, FATIZBEVWE ZH5TIEH D TRA, LBH o &b
BELGmeE, SHEBSOANLIFEZTEE LT, TTHORAYS, BADEL -
ZOEVEVREL LWL DT, BRBLOETFITIZBWTZD, KD5H - 72 B4
HFO, BRABFDI ALEMITGIZBEVWTH LW, ZOFENITHEHL I, LWHIBE
XS DENCH D T LT, BOFEZNEL UME, HWEETIHESWIELY)
THRZEDI:D, PETHROCEELD D £ LT,

BISE BRARTRABT LR ELUBLULE T 5 L OBV FHD LWEE > T,
=20, MERE LI TROKRHATT,

O&sD DwENn E3HWHL UB PEHDTR

WX o Bhobd BboED O0oT RWETEIHBLLAT
g LW TLRAIVFEVLWTLED

b o —AHIZ 4



% L - .
="
. i
I i . .
Ll -
S -
i s
A -\.Il - -
o - —r La
it -
. el G T
T ..... - i &
o * - 1
o &
- " R
- _..__...___. i’
L R
. -
3 - o -
-+ * - -
F =)
e i TARE S . =
e
-
-, o -
oty .,“
e el
s, : '
b .
5 P
b
- % -
- |r.r-.._m LY
SO e Y
_f......}“..rr
-
L
P =
. ...l
f,_r
TS - &

¢ AN
‘EJ . (e v,__n.%
?vk&ﬂﬂ&?ﬁ _.x

;V) At -? 1

_ HKM__T, ﬂw. #FS@\P T_n_ m:hw &-.Mu_.m;ﬁ .mln.. gTd = Exw.mvnﬂm_ﬂs..w__.t i ..g.ﬂ.ﬂ ﬂb zm —‘% “

© U Ly g

| ﬂ.r..u..h .ﬂ,.: Ml Nu - ...r..ur.n& -ﬂn_hv.m. ﬂ—.._..._ _umnrm.fh .Wﬂ.ﬂ..&.. %ﬁwx_ﬁ*&ﬂﬁxﬂ. .Mz__.fu..k_

, r e b o b Lhdy b FPHLINZ € 1, i e

R& : BT CE0 2022 7 B, 19x27cm, EBIFR#R. E8R%E - N\

Locking myself up in a toilet: At the age of three, | began locking myself up in toilets. | got furious, yelling something the others could not
understand. “You looked like a lizard,” said my family. Neighbors, angry at my occupation of their toilets, called me a hot-tempered child (hankiagami).
The toilet deities may have made me do so.
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1.6 ERDLETUR Yelling on a rooftop

[ HD~D~B~b~bb~ bB~bE~ ]| I Z0RODFESERICI UE-
T, BRd (HE D) 12 znoT, RETHE UL LTT, ZA
ZAEURTNRE, MZEoTWVWERLL1D FXA. %Aﬂlﬁﬁ# bizLiZ. Bl
RBJIE0D (BROEDOBER) LENE LT, ZORDODANICRIIPALBRNW &
#iyémﬂe%wb&#%of\%@ﬂ%%%\%gkémﬂi\Déém%o
REEIADVWEL, BADLIZLIEE, £HThBrFVWLRLIZ [RE!] LA
DL, VWTHTzoTHVWHLNLI LY, RITXUEY, BRIZEB-T, BWURDIC
0o T, HFEHDOLIITUTE LT, RARDLTZ LUK S E TR T
5, ZotTWWTEBALTINTWVWELT,

DT, BOLLRIZHLbNEEWD ZEIE, SHEETIEITLFNL
IZhDET, bRELBRARZL>THLLDIETY, D E S, %@f%oﬁﬁé
DOV ANHDOEE o R7:DITEONRZF LTz, BOWTRTERS 2072 L
KEES L CRHITHR LI, [RE, 20 w@%’##béﬁ%&%ﬁ# %
Iz Z 5L5L#®Lﬂ&mjkmmi?gfg WO K, BE /T2 A5, H:
P /NEITEZSHTTEIV] MBI LEBHFINTVWT, ZOH D %8B Uk
REE %(T?U&mbﬂfwé®ij&Eo—kﬁﬁﬂu%ﬁb%bibko
ZLC, Z20H LTI, BHTEROBEO 7 VNA FH2 L TWZED, LD
DOELTER N EURITEESNG LW FERDIE I 072D TT, B iz
125625200 E D LTNTRERDODERTIARLEVI LW 2EEF LT,
EFlo. WOXD BRI INDE EVWIBEZRILE S, NOBLRELEIL DR
I EREBIZL D DT T:OBI 07z WHZELHD T LT,

PTFoZo0fI30iE, WobBIF TnizZ2 W TWwaiiikicbic, KEI ) 2
IR ESIT, DOEPOLBEVWT L EEOBHMYDOEETT,

H—wich BrnHdEN RBulds E550LD0DD
EAT KETHoTH WFILT (RBIVER
F—TuwhwEH BrHdEn SBOUBELWWE BL &E535L0D0
ECTHREL  KEETDH FOIESHWIT LT SBE3wEH
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Yelling on a rooftop: | was sometimes found yelling on a rooftop (chimpuru). Some thought of me
as raising the alarm of an approaching danger, and others took it as only a nuisance. | was called
dewdrop on the rooftop (chimpuru chiyu). Father waited for my yelling to end; he then took me in
his arms and carried me down from the roof.
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1.7 &Y Anger

LZOROAD NI 0T, B k2 B UM LRIES b7z Lo PR HS.
S5D5ELRDVIEZDZABRIZ. XZ0ROFTVNIT WA ‘T (AYHDIHE) DF]
T, KEZERY) DT T, RALLZXF U III6ADTTREI I LT, Z2OTFIE
TITWITAZL T, BA0RRE 72L&, BEOFCHWIFEEZHESHITI T, %
DIFDOEEZIEREICHELTEI>DTY, HIRFOROERZXEI DI V. ED
FEEALLEVWERBLSE DR LELTH, EbTEAANT, KERLIFERS
TWVWET, [SHIZESETE2, HHOAES TV, BEOFTHW:HA L X
BFAZEETHELDAPWI] & Fo FuoRETURDTT L, RYIZZh
Polz% )T, BOBEOHFTHWI:Z L%, T LT LIXIEREIZR Z TWVWT,
Wol:Z iz, FEBEoTzbIZLIL, ZOREN/IELAIEHALES>TL 5DT
L72e ZOHE, AIANDDBEDH LR ADEIHIZIoZNRoTET, BEUFDZ
EREEFHITWEE LT, EhbeAld [ZAVWZLY wENWNWEN (DA A, W
WEWvwnX), BVHBWNDESWZ (B ThroTBLA~)] EEZTE, EUFD
ZERZTRITTVAWVITIHOTWE LTz, HETOIZLIZ, Z20R%E [BHITZ6W
DA EEVWEBLETDOTLT,

FEBDEFOEETIIMOF L VLN TVWE T, MoHEriclo 72k, FEHIZH
L ELVEGEPDHNFEFT, BRI —LDITEZETT, [ZOAEW? 5
W? ] EEDTE, ITVWTWHEz3 L vwbiTWES,

6T S AMAICAL L FNETODEIIIZLZDRDBIBDToRANTE 5
T. ZOROMEBEEZRFECUALEY, BARBZOEST: D252 813, KA
DODOWEEZFLHEIILD FT, FEITOEL THLLIZ [THUE (L
2%, bOEEIR)] EWVWILFEDTE LT, ZLT, FILAEEGNEVWE &
I [GRWR! ] EbLITEVWE LTz, ZOBEXEC L, b LER) Z T
IO D LT, BICE, BWEE RIE, JA»ERONTIR, FEITRED
HHEILRLEIZIBEZ 2EETT,

EBGHLY EB<5E5%® E5nBLY UYD

BN N LT EWVWT Taw

EnwTW E5—Tuwwn S58—T ‘&350 S5—TF ‘E5L)
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Anger: “Why did you tell Mother to abort me when | was in the womb?” Shaking with rage, |
stood in tears in front of my neighbor's house and stomped my feet. Shaken by the accuracy of my
memories from before birth, the neighbors came to apologize. Grandma put all their apologies in a
bag and gave it to me, saying, “Forgive them, but never open the bag to reveal the inside stories.”
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1.8 HAICHS Prayer to the moon

ZORRFE. TRIZAD o THEWEB O EHERLE ZOMNIZVWE DT LTI,

EIRKBITBEIITL 7225, ThNIELFHEL THEA TV DL LI LY, O

WZLEEBHWTIERESIT L2 EDTELZELITERDODZADBEFIIIAOESEL
720 HAGTHBELILER, BHEILL iz WS ES ‘DRRFVOKRE %
MESDDELT, IZLEBTCEZEIILSTDIEZES TS, BTES ‘BlEFLVIZ
BEOHLWSE [BXRTL| ITOVWTEMPRBEOEMNZHEEZ T, ERTT 2LV
IREBLUHREITL 2OLTHhPE»2HBYIDOLIZLOBELVWHAPEE 72D
TT, KFEXRo [EWORSTY |, HEH I KFOBTIZTFE > TKREMRLF VT
K NBEITHoTHIT2MHHE, HROBHIZOK>THITRITNITLD XA, £
ARFTEL, BEDP—ATRLINTAWAES D L LOAEFEEL - LA
BLELHRNWZ LI T2 D TS, BN o 7zDiE, mﬁﬁ&(%@#®)®w1%
HBHIDZT2ILTL, ESITRRIELITADOERDL 2 AL, BB (F8) 0
BIZT 5D EMARKREIDDFITH D 3, BEOIFEDAITH > T 14FEI22H
[FBADUVRIZH LN BRI 2 DR »fThnTWE LTz,
RARABEELTTGRHNE (LeR2%) EVWIZRTED20 LN X DI1I2T o
TzblzLid, B —FHETEARSCESBENETZLELDDE LT, RREE I ZE
DI CBEBIEFHBEN. NE) EANLZDTT, DFVWHALTENLZTTETSS
$2FEbDNTTdblzL, [DOK EREVEFZ > TEREZLTWVWT, blzLIES
EAIEPELNRTWVWE LT, DR ESHHTNESDLY (RADEIZA B,
1I3DOHMY) ORI LIF. BT LDCEBIZEDLE T IEHL2AIEDI—TF ‘&S
W (BHD) ORO—FLFEOEYTHNE T DX 1T D F LTS

XHL2 A, BIZBHoTH [ZVZL\N wESWEWN] EEDIENLD T, b
T2LZWBZ EEFOoTIIHYDFRHAT L, ZNTH, EDLTHLTIEWIT L
WZERLTZESIZR[ED L2 ADDIT 42 Lobed k| LELNFE LT,
IRBFR (BE) OZ LT, BERBRFRICI->TGES T E, BoFER
B (RA) 6. ROFEULENSE (BH) »bb50ET, blelibbolk
DX, B2 ADBERBTL, FEOLHIMZ, B, BL\, BWEHHH.
CRONWBLERE. WABWELDELZDODoT:blzLTLTz, BLDELH., & (W
AE) ELTOBERRBZED EITohdEWIDIE, blzLIZE o TEWHIFAR
HALWZ ETLT,
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Prayer to the moon: Grandpa passed away when | was four, and | began to stay with Grandma in her bedroom. She taught me how to thank and
pray for every plant and animal as food. The elders chose me as a future Mutu kahamai, a shaman in charge of food acquisition. Grandma taught me
singing, dancing, and playing instruments for everyday life and during traditional rituals.
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1.9 RO OnEAHE Chewing rice in tears

TV FBOBREZT217H) O7zo&0H TWw (OBAE) 2oL 27z L,
BBESHH (LHEOTED) D 1EMOF T, —FEOWEENZOKEATLT,
RN DIEA T TH, T DOLTLTNEVWFOLIZLOBIZED LW, HEiT
ARIEDPD T BELRLTERIATEATYS ENSVFETIERRD TNR—
R=—DBIRML TS EVoTRVEL, T TWIZ. ZOEHD LT LD H 24T,
FEVWIBKRTS, Z20FE%, 1HIZ2HSTw o LHEVELTINE T, Bizb
LETLOTHD £75,

DRADH TWEDL BE1IE.<W ‘TWED EEODHIEY) LoD Eo
T NBEDHLRADKRILLTT, NFOFR, IIX, ALYV DOHLDL
WRELLD T, FVBESE WOK. A FTDZ L) i, B ZWiTh
EHETHTTTEE LTS

B TCWEEHPITTOL D ET, ZFEALE—AoSDLDT, EhERL ST,
R ROREBEE L LV DV IEWHEDTEERBEFESCLL bR, LeRo
TEWITZWDOT, FEBITE o TEHAMABMEHBTL 72, BHOHFITIEZ, BHRA» S
FCEoT, WHALBRBOTZAIZDOHEDL 2L 2L 3 LA TVTILL WY, 4
HEIRIED DI 7 TOREL U LT, ZO0HEFLIELSEAATLE D O
TL 7z,

BRELERLO%, EHboAl )b APRIGEATE T NET, »dbe
IEL IO BEEZDODE T, BEIZ, DRLIERRTVLIIZTREINT
WTC, BRI 2L [BRIZAWVWDHD, BRRTro72dD, BERTWHDIZ?] & &
WTNT, BIFHRIFRIEND2BEE O > TN TWE LT, 2AT - BDF-
A7« VIATEDRBRELI:DDEELT, EOIHZRECTHEHI S - THES
TT, FOERPIINFIV-HIL(T—FEHEM I ZLOIHTTN2ED L%
A, BEIZDEFRIETI > ThbRLOODOHFIZANRTS ET, Inbid, BHE
EWVWI X DIE KEBHIOLS LHDTT,

B CWIE RIBOBEIMERXHITE D DRZTRZEREbNTWEd LAFHADN.
FRRITEDD XA, HEWITHATES 7D DT, WBRWEFDITK-T
HBED £ 9, BIZABZHTWRT WA ZWAZHEBEL T, KETAZEOFD RIZ,
XKIZOTZLTKZY o7 BEKEZH AL TOW o DL REEFET, Zned D1,
2 H2 2o THHATIED £5,
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Chewing rice in tears: | was made to chew raw rice for four days before a ritual that needed a
fermented beverage (mit). At the age of seven, | was the only girl in charge. Mother and Father
prepared my favorite food. Grandma gave me energizing food made of substances like lard, honey,
grasshoppers, earthworms, caterpillars, larvae, centipedes, turtles, sea snakes, and lizards.
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A MEE L AL S NT:EMEY), Some edible plants are traditionally treated as sacred.
BvZ7E27uy 7 TESLR TW(GEE), Brooms (futi) are made of straw, palm fiber, and other plants.
C BEHRE (7 X Dit) DVED B, Adanuchi, a rope made from Pandanus fibers.



MDD DEERLEEOEED, ZEREMRIHZLNE LT, > 5
FoTEF-BRE, FHr-—H /NEOFIZRFTTRER 3, ZD/IT,
FROBFHIZ, bl LEbOEMELR DL ZLEBHEVL., TRELALME S X
UL dTHRHIZILTHEIDTT, HLUODDZEHR - TETRDH, /NEIT
JEFC, Mt E2I2LE T, SHEETAPES Litd EiTiE. 2 LITHED
KBDHD FF, HELLOLAIMEIWPITTKZoNT ST, bl LOLE
DIFFED T —< T,

Chapter 2. Supported by Plants

Father and Grandma taught me how to consume our harvest from the fields.
Tubers and vegetables were put in a hut for half a day to a day. They were supposed to
find time to bid farewell to the fields with which they were familiar and accept that they
would be our food. Wild edible plants were also carefully treated in the same manner.
If there are mulberry trees in our island, there must have been a village there. “How
have plants supported human life from ancient times?” has always been a major topic of

interest to me.
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I am a seed gatherer.
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2.1 #Hhrs5nK Water from a tree

HF D% THZD H 2 KB3H 25 BEB TR, RITELIMZ, BHIZLIE) DT
<KX (vyoforoy) OETED T, |BITOLLIBELIDD T L, 25
LTHRIZKIoRFKIEZE, HLTBWLL, Lrd, bbb EERAITLFMD
DB EN, TCWANAD D BT DTLT,

HEPN WEBN FRNWES BEHHRWN (HIKd 260wKD T
WIT W), ZHIZBEFDBVOBEELTCWREETT, HFEH (BEXK) OF
WCANHIZ, 1), 2 bEK, SWEVODEDKIzED, 4 T ZTRIRLTZFK
ZRZAHE LTIz 2. b HF. 6 HEPLDLEK, THOTOBHH 9,
BEEOHFITIZ, MES 72RRIZ7ZUT, D X DTN B HATITKZRDTIzE WD Z
EDBEIZOLNTVWET, ZOBEEOHITIIT>TAB L, T LITKIIZIEZ BHf
MH% <, Flc. BOLAEDD D ET, REVWHDDEFHMFETILLZEIREIDV ¥
AFTA T, T2 BRIZTE, RN ZDMDD 52005 A LEW3E 2 T
WBRIITT, ZOHBAIET I o LTAODETRBEANLEODDTE, HIFS L) s UHD
HEEHEOTVWET, TORSLKDBEIEDDL SITWL DD EKBOT I
HDFEFFT, ANLIZ, WED DR, ZZIZKBIE-TWBE LWL T, BHEEBELD
W OWDWKE L B ToTc VWV ET, 72 SAKEZLS DT Lod [BLwLw]
KBBELNEDTT, [BVWLW]ZEDOMIZI K EDIT W] Z &b RULEHTT,
ZZDOKDBWLEIEE, HEJNOKEERENZIFZEDH DT, HEINEEITHL
72 EADANDKER LD T, ELTHIZIETTRT, BVWLWKEIFATEREDA
UL holzDTT, WEBN CEFESDH 5K OBLELRHNI. 1 EAKEFIBT 20,
2 RRWRDOBDH BKE LTI, N ZREIZE S —ARDOEORE &AL L FEITHET T,
Bl FHFKBEK, W DOHFKIMEFVWIKTT, MAKOKRSIX, EALRIC
BELHERTHOK—FZEIMZ 2L 20020 7,

B, FHFHED D LESITOTeb ) OI,T, KeH TV E VW, HER
DBWITED L EMBEDHERALNE T,

Tuh S<HBE HDBENLRD <HREFHTHR
o  Exrb bEHTs EBEEKE
SFEFnE® B EHC wLIHTH EIRD

KRR D Tdiz RET X BEVWEHR
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Water from a tree: Fresh water is extremely precious in Yonaguni Island. The water in the wells is mostly salty. So, it was customary to collect the

rainwater flowing down a tree trunk. A fan-shaped leaf of a palm

BIWETERBA. 154x59cm. BIB#K. P20VJILKE

(kuba) was attached to a tree to direct water into a clay pot.
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2.2 TRADOKEED Bamboo water reserve

HIIZIZEKAKZ 12D TEBL, RADOHFOIRETEDLETZSOLVDORE DNED
WOBBEWTCHD F3, HHEDFRLEMUINTHHATEI VWD TT, ZOKIFDIE, 2=
DIRZ BHFTIZES 2 EBRYITY, HFKEITES TRFDN « ADN%E Tz 082
DS ZDKEZRLTZDITFIT, MITTZLEHD LT, MEAOEIZ6 2D
W6 DFEMTINZDLITIEEIENRETHATL,

T OMITKAIIZ, 8O, RKEVHLEDF VI LT, STHAEE VO E
T, b EDEIEFPWNOTH CKEANDEDD) EMMATETORZBBDH D F LT,
BESHOBWNDOTRHD D E LT, FEERNDOFOFORESSOHBNWWNDTHE
FoTwT,.Zhz ‘E5LHB h FWWNDTH (—EDKkAR) EMTX LT,
ZmchiuE, ‘ESLB B FHUNEVWIDTI N,

W, KDL T ECTELALRRIZ, MIBToni: ZERFEVREZLATVET,
BH®d (EFM) TEBEBEIHELARLEDZ L, AXEZEEOHZ TEONEIR
RLTESELOZTE L, MIETRZ205TYT, BiEOFOTWEN ES
w3z, KGFOF% b TIEEEDEHT, TOWEN E5<DLEIEWV, Z
DENT—BFNOIZKBOXBH LAATLEWIHFDOH 2T, 223, A%
DEMDOHGELoTVWET, Tz, ZOHFTOHHMB, HOEEEIODL & 5 &H
MBS 270, [bDEAFIZE, TWENTRBE CKGH) 3% 271472
EANLZIBRVWE LT, FBD (ZXDKED) OofT, ‘B (L) O—THZOME
IR LEDTHATELNIHESRZIONE T,

ZDEMIEVWBEWERLEZLETRIZT: o TWE T, BEDOHD OFEE LD
L B2DOD WRVESTW (FTIZ & & BEL) OFT DT LIFNA ZIZFES LT,
HHIZHolRD () T, BAOHFROME S DHI2RWVITELZRS L v HREIE S
ToLNTVWE LT, BEE ‘TULEBLEWoT, BWIEEERIZE W XL
RO, Cwo0woEtWIEZTHIDOTT, ZNEHLWBEEZSLDIEE I W)
BRTT, 2FKBFHIDIFEHLL, BB ZIHITIEKHMTIZEHLVDD
TL7zo BWESBRNEEBEIETFITI EBRIEICL2D A, Tl
SULNEIRDILD EWHIEKRTT, HES A4 HoESHRDIT, KifiLhiEker
ﬁém@f%\pﬂ%%ofmibﬁo%5%i%é&#@of%6hﬁ@# b

LIZBI S LTz, DI ULHHZE 1EDOR [ZAX D DIRRRENTZ] L Eb
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Bamboo water reserve: Containers for rainwater were made from bamboo stems. They were placed in a field where there was access to sunshine and

moonlight. Everybody was allowed to drink from them. The water was thought to be filled with the energy of the sun and the moon, and people often
walked a long way to taste the water. Only the rich owned large water tanks made of stone (ichitarai).
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2.3 BETTY Drying seaweeds

BES (BAE, BRI 2 CTHRILTCET, HIZFLTE-oTEEET, B
BB s L, FILTRERXE T, L THEFVWETT, 2D XHiz, BTILER
I SR ULARAFELTHAT2 2L B80WAWAEH D T, BEDODORLEIE LD
DTH, 5L SITIIEELD D £3,

EREOHTYH, BHOEROR— R L. Bo2EROEIR. LT
DTS, Yo DR E L TERLR— WA WE L D To T bERLIR—
ITWHEo Lo 2MEENES TS, TIL, TALIPOEREZ LTETVLMERY
BEZILLTPLESWVWTWo T, L THILDLRWVWEWITEHA, FHITIE,
FAEAZRITTHVWL, [BBW!] LEFoTd, BRIWLTH, E I 725
THWVWWVDTT,
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Drying seaweeds: Wild plants and seaweeds were important as food, feed, and medicine. The drawing
shows the drying process of a medicinal seaweed (nachira) used for deworming. Some plants are sacred,
and they need special rituals before they are harvested.
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2.4 B % HE Sleeping paddy deities
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A (7 £ Upper left) : B8 DRI Departure of the male spirit 2023 & 2 B.25x 1Ten . BRI H S5 — N2
B (& Right) : FERIDZZ 1B Female spirit asleep in a rice grain 2023 F 2 B, 15x1Tcn BRI HS5—\2
C (X Lower left) : FBIC iR D248 Female spirit asleep in the rice plant 2023 T 2 B, 42x17cm, BRf. H5 -2

Sleeping paddy deities: At the age of two and a half, | began taking care of the rice grains (chin)
for transplanting. Neighbors brought their rice grains to me, so that | could take care of their
germination. Male and female deities, sleeping in grains, slowly wake up with humidity and warmth.
When the paddy (nnimai) grows, there is a deity within each plant. The deity needs to sleep well
and should never be disturbed before the grains get ripe.
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/4. Singing to rice seedlings
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Singing to rice seedlings: As a future Mutu kahamai, it was my duty to sing to the rice seedlings. They must accept that they have to leave their
nursery to be transplanted to the main paddy field. Farmers came to the school, and | was allowed to leave the class to sing to the seedlings. This
illustration shows me singing in three nurseries in a day. This duty was far more important to me than classes.
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2.6 FRAh ERICTAIT 5 Babysitting by trees
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Babysitting by trees: When a baby does not stop crying, babysitters are at a loss. In our
island, we have the choice to ask a tree to work as a babysitter. If a tree in the garden agrees
to accept the baby, we place the baby in a cradle, a bamboo basket, and tie the cradle to the

tree trunk with a rope. The ground deities of the garden help the tree look after the baby. This
shows how much we depend on trees.
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2.7 ENEKRIZFAIT S Healed on a tree
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Healed on a tree: | collected wild fruits of mulberry. The yield was abundant, and | became
exhausted. | leaned on a tree trunk and fell asleep there. | was completely rejuvenated when |
awoke. Thus, we believe a tree heals your physical fatigue and mental worries. If you cut down
green trees too often, the tree spirts (kara) would seize you.
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2.8 ATV avILOKR A strangler tree
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A strangler tree: This tree belongs to the fig family. It grows on top of another tree until it strangles the host tree dead. Usually, we refrain from

planting it in our households. The descendant families of the Kinoshita Ushumai, the offsprings of old Mr. Kinoshita, preferred to plant this tree in their
houses. Mr. Kinoshita is said to have arrived in Yonaguni Island from the Henza Island of the central part of Okinawa Island.
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2.9 KoEEIZHES Fairy in the woods
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Fairy in the woods: One night, Mother was walking alone in darkness. She was miserable
because she was remembering her deceased cousin. When she came by a row of fugun
(Garcinia subelliptica) trees, she realized that the ghost of her dead cousin and his friendly tree
spirits (kidimunu), had been accompanying her to soothe her sorrow. Tree spirits are usually
extremely mischievous and fool humans to stray into the sea or the hills. If you make friends
with them, they will help your fishing, and they ask only for the eyes of the catch in exchange.
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C

A <R (KIREE) X007 LOTEDH, Grandma marked my underwear with flying foxes.
B SWRBHNRHRBE (BHOM) EMATEDL 2 AW FEHADY 2 T,
Grandma saw and drew a dugong with a baby. She called them unnaganukanachi, or deities of the ocean.

C WEEH (02 1:08 D) #EHTETREND 44F4, Collecting ndami, or snails, for food. Ten years old.



B e KB, AHOBMIZL 2L EMELTHL-I 2T, &
LCHREL, BHIZERSE T, ZOITRTII—ELTEEDDZ L%, Ritft
AENF LT, TLEDRYX bW CHEEEZ L, 2L T, Bk
WD L ERTOMEEE, RIIRBOFTOILEZTIZI:&EAAE LT, TE?
RIELERLZVWT, WOLZEWSZEDORIE %2, HEKFEOHFTI AR
FELE LT, HUTO R DBEE D EERATRITRo T 2H 0 E 51
HIZH, B EREH O D 23S ITEZ LD, Ro¥FHA, BREINEDL &
EAFEREZC, WROFIZASEFI I EWVWIZEDLTWVWE LT,

Chapter 3. Together with Animals

Father trained me to master the care of domestic animals, chickens, and goats.
His daily teachings included how to ask them to be our food and how to butcher them
by causing the least pain. Greeting and thanking the animals of the ground, ocean, and
sky were also important. When a typhoon approached, we caught dragonflies and kept

them in our mosquito nets; we released them when the weather became calm.

Without sparrows, I am in trouble.
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3.1 §Rz#a<%R A hen sitting on eggs
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A hen sitting on eggs: My hen protects her eggs. Chickens are regarded as sacred. A crowing rooster will chase all evils away at once. They can peck
insects and worms out of the ground. When chickens make a fuss, they predict that something important will happen. They also accompany ancestors’
spirits during their travels. Due to their power to protect humans from evil spirits, our ancestors never consumed them.
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3.2 K&EIZFE3S On the back of a carabao
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On the back of a carabao: Riding on the back of a carabao was part of my duties as a future
Mutu kahamai. When there were no machines for plowing, and carabaos were the only means of
tilling paddy fields. When | was placed on the back of a carabao, | sang songs and talked to it. This
was thought to be important to make it work happily. When | fell into the mud, the owner of the
field grabbed me and placed me back on. When work continued for four days, | found it difficult.
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3.3 ERiTo+ZF A cross against evil
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A cross against evil: Wooden crosses were hung where evil spirits might come in. We usually
protected domestic animals, especially pigs, with a cross or shells having sharp spines. Grandpa
polished the wood of a cross for me with ash, and he continued to finish it even on his death bed.
This cross has nothing to do with a Christian cross.
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3.4 RYEY Talking with fish
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Talking with fish: | make it a rule to talk to a fish in the sea before catching it. “You are a living Buddha in the ocean,” are the words of a song sung to praise
it. Now | do not have a chance to fish. When | buy a fish at a shop, | put it on a dish and sing to it anyway, asking the fish's consent before cooking it.
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3.5 BEOFNHREKY Seeing off baby turtles
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Seeing off baby turtles: Grandma made it a rule to pray for the hatching baby turtles every year. She occasionally prepared a boat made of leaves

to encourage their departure. Sometimes, | was advised to keep one of them. | fed it for some time, and then released it as a messenger to the sea
deities (Tuuganacha).
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3.6 BHYEIIO A bird leaving its nest
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A bird leaving its nest: A chick of a bird leaving its nest. Boys were advised to catch a young
swallow and feed it for some time. A swallow only accepts live insects, and all the family
collaborated with the boy to catch and feed it. The swallow was to be released into the sky to
deliver the family's thanks to the heavenly deities (Tinganachi).
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3.7 YR Dragonflies
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Dragonflies: Dragonflies were important for the islanders to indicate seasonal changes. Rituals
were performed to welcome their arrival. Nevertheless, they were often consumed as food and
used as feed for chickens.
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3.8 JEHIV\IR W My stray cat
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My stray cat: A request to search for my stray cat. For us, cats were the most familiar animals,
along with chickens. This cat was so clever as to save my life four times. It used to call my neighbor
to help whenever | fell sick and fainted. It was customary for us islanders to use cats as a means of
notifying humans of dangers.
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3.9 fREr5 My companions
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My companions: These are some of my companions. Animals and plants are our teachers in life,
demonstrating how to live in harmony. Many of them are human food as well. | aim to grow old
with them until | move from this world to another someday.
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An old woman purifying herself before a prayer.

B&ED:ODDI—=F ‘&5 (B D) &3 5HRF
Grandma praying for the family.
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Chapter 4. Elders’ teaching

I was of poor health, and Grandpa used to keep me warm under his shirt. I lived
in Grandma's room for 14 years and learned her ways of daily living. I was often sad
and afraid, but she always soothed me, saying, “It’s okay, it’s okay (Ez ei. Nsan nsan).”
The elders would surround me and repeatedly narrate their stories. I learnt to absorb
what the elders told me, never raising questions, even if their oral traditions did not

seem to match each other.
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It is nice to wake up to find myself still alive.
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4.1 Y oie A sacred beach

BOITHDLERKIZ, DI LBA—HFBEWBRLATEIETS, 13KICLoT, &
DL HFNTVWWE, EELNBETIE, TZITLPTTERATLR, LER
FIH Ao U BRI, ROBTBEIEICH > THTWIHHMTT, DL
HIZIETOTOLERSEWEZAT, 2OWOHMELZULREBENFIEST, 2212
FREZIZFEDPVETH, MEFITERTEVWITLVWE SO WLNTZZ L2
DEJT, WOBEBOL»ORSLIZE S IE, EI2TW (HE=ZA=H) izlcoH
BEBNESHBEIZHOVITWRIZ, ARE T 2MBETEEZIZECN T, Wb
FLHMWH LD IEMTITN, SEERLEICLI o TT o) REIEDS T
LEFoTWVWEI,

BiLix, BAILTWBE AL WL ST, D—T ‘E5LVE, FLELeIZhH°
WEIZEWE S, FVNEWEF2EbETHEZ T2 I LIRTELENIZIEIE
TS, ZOHFT, A WE, 0E20BEWE b > TRVWEWNWT 22T, Z

LT, D=9 ‘€5W\E. BAOHFLERCHVWEEZE ) OTIE L T, HFIL
W LMEE IO TCHEEENRLZILZFDDHBDTY, TTb, HHOESL LOHF
I W9 o Az nE 2@ K T, —HHRIZEHTL 2D1E3—

ek, 2 T ESNTT, BWZL03bhoTHE
WZEBHoTH, —HHFDI—-TF ‘LS

& ¥ #_;;;.':. = -_:.-’__.,ﬁﬁ:-f(.lllﬂb

s =
A 1n ;.

2, / WEDIHTS 23, TATHR, B
=2 BErih o) REdDITHE T, 5=T

Sel s g ‘ESVNEEDLTWVWIZ LIZBELES
5 o iy Ao BIZITHOMEZES L ST, D—

T ESVNEORRPEVEILTFED
X, B2 O0ZFOonTdDTY,

>—9 ‘&30 (Frh) 1Tk, HEW
EDPREDTVWEDLITILTVWDTY, 22
BEHLAWE AT, ESHTHP
E5L00D (E5ZWwWdhDFEL LT
{BEW) L, BTEVWEZDLDOHNE
BRZH»5 T,

LERXFEDELDST Shikihama beach
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A sacred beach: Shikihama beach. This was the only beach | was allowed to visit until | was
thirteen, when people began treating me as a grown-up. | followed Grandma and the other
elders to fish and pray there. The ground deities (Niraganachi) used to flow out into the ocean
deities (Tuuganachi) through one of several sacred caves (abu). A species of bivalves worked as

gatekeepers of the cave, and when | caught some to cook and feed Grandma, | was badly scolded
for my ignorance in eating this sacred shellfish.
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4.2 BOEIIHS Praying for the rising sun
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Praying for the rising sun: Morning prayer for the rising sun (angaitidan). By the time the sun (Tidaganachi) rose, | had already finished several rituals
and prayers to welcome the arrival of a new day. Purifying my soul and body is needed to chase away evil spirits that may have entered me when | was
asleep. Elders usually attended the morning admiration and evening farewell prayers for the setting sun (iritidan).
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4.3 RIZFUHNITS Talking to the moon
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Talking to the moon: The moon (‘Titinganachi) is probably more important for us than the sun
itself. It sends us benediction, purification, and health. Here, | drew a tiny human being hailing
the great moon with sincere thanks. Friendship between different peoples can be strengthened
if partners make their promises in the moonlight (Utuntuganachi). Grandpa brought me to the
beach to bathe in the moonlight on the 13th, 14th, 15th, and 16th nights of every month in the
lunar calendar to make me healthier. | still hear his voice during a full moon.
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4.4 BIADIEDR, A requiem on the seashore
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A requiem on the seashore: | was 19 years old when | organized a prayer for one of our relatives. He was killed in an accident on the sea, and we
needed a special prayer to calm his spirit wandering in the ocean. My yells were longer and louder than ordinary memorial prayers to encourage the
spirit of the deceased to navigate directly to another world, ascend to heaven, and return to us someday riding on dragonflies and moths.
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4.5 ZNTHEZFLV Still wishing to live
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Still wishing to live: A self portrait. This creature, hungry and shivering, has not yet lost its will
to live. When Grandma passed away, | found that very few people followed her way of life. | was
sometimes regarded as odd, or even mad, by the islanders for living as a future Mutu ‘kahamas.
Off the island, | encountered discrimination. At the age of 33, | finally returned to my island and
opened a textile studio with clothes made from natural materials from the island.
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4.6 FHAN DR Spring thanksgiving
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Spring thanksgiving: A goddess singing to a tree to invite the coming of spring. During the spring,
| celebrate the growing leaves of herbs and trees with my companion animals.

81



82

4.7 HPYRL A heavenly maiden indicating a source
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A heavenly maiden indicating a source: Learning oral traditions was an important part of the
training for a Mutu kahamai. Long ago, rain stopped falling on the island for four winters. Islanders,
young and old, died of hunger and thirst. The Mutu ‘kahamai of that time advised people to join
their spirits and hands together to face the divine trial. When they all joined in the prayer for rain, a
goddess emerged with the rays of sunshine and indicated the spot to dig a well. They were all saved
by the water from this new well, and they prayed for the goddess, who went into a nearby tree.
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4.8 lI65D Becoming pregnant
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Becoming pregnant: Mutu kahamai in the form of a pregnant goddess. | drew this because
we no longer have a Mutu‘kahamai to ask for guidance regarding the seasons of agricultural
activities. The lives of plants and animals, including humans, grow in her. | could not become a
real Mutu ‘kahamai, so | left the island. However, | do not regret it, because the ground deities,
Niraganachi, spread themselves everywhere on the Earth. | can sing, dance, draw pictures, and
pray for all the lives around me.
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4.9 RN TuhHHL—5H A source of lives
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A source of lives: A source of lives, our Yonaguni Island. Every kind of plant and animal grows in

the womb of a goddess that governs and provides benediction to the island. We all belong to a
family born to this same mother. We may be different, but we will join ourselves together.
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A NZWVW4 HEHOEM, A woman in her fourth day of prayers for rainfall.
BB TENTALT D E - 7HEFAHT, A public well with its stones ground by the bucket rope.
C R&ETLAHDKBEDOWEEBWIEET: o 72, Ichitarai, big stone containers, were treasures of

rich families.
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Chapter 5. Prayers for Water Cycles

We are ignorant of your long, unfathomable journey toward us. I am only grateful
for you, giving moisture to all your surroundings. Our precious water: even if you are
not treated with due respect, you never utter a word of complaint. Unimaginable is your
journey from the sky to the ground, through the forest, woods, lakes, and rivers. We

thank you for your service, our precious water.

Peace comes only through kitchens and toilets.
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5.1 BEBRlIToa A stone to ward off evil
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A stone to ward off evil: Evil spirits, phantoms, and ghosts may enter human bodies when we are
asleep. They may come out of your toes when you walk, and they gather at the ends of pathways.
People place stones of protection at such places to prevent these evils from coming in. They were
called “tuhanshi ichibugu,” meaning “stones to remove (evils from) humans.”
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5.2 RBHBErznk& Growth of ground deities
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Niraganachi, expressed by frame weaving. DTI,




RE : Z5HFFORK (RIA—D)

Growth of ground deities: Ground deities, Niraganachi, expressed in the form of embroidery.
Four stages of their growth are expressed according to what | perceived on the island. The web
is thickest in the center of the island, and it will become thinner near the ocean. If the web grows
thicker than 15 centimeters, the elders regarded it as being sufficiently grown. Where the web
becomes thin and fragmented, plants will not grow well, and agriculture will fail.
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5.3 BOED I2BHBS Ground deities under the ocean
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RE : BECRRZ-ZSFHFFOBE 20134 5 B. 21x30cm. BIFRIK. BNE

Ground deities under the ocean: Ground deities, Niraganachi, can be found under the ground and in the ocean. They grow by forming a complex
web made of various tissue-like lines. The core of my early training as a future Mutu ‘kahamai consisted of feeling the existence of the Nira where they

were healthy and supported a good amount of plants and animals.
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5.4 #rOEHESW Encounter of the deities
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RE: boAFFRHEVWCOLZSHFF RUEFARBA, 30x21cm. BRI, 7 D1JILKE

Encounter of the deities: On occasion, such as the third of March in the lunar calendar, some of
the ground deities, or Niraganachi, will flow out of the island in thin layers into the sea to meet
with the deities of the ocean, or Tuuganachi. When they meet offshore, they will be excited and
overjoyed at the encounter. The elders said that they could see such encounters from afar.
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5.5 B¥rbtodasw Encounter of evil spirits
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RE: BEZFHOTIDICBELDBILD 2022 & 11 B, 38x27cm. BIAR#K. 2 D'J)LKFE

Encounter of evil spirits: These spirits, chased by amulets and protective charms, are trapped
by the underground Niraganachi in the end. These spirits go off the island with the Niraganachi.
When these spirits meet, they smile at each other and continually move in one direction expressing
the joy of the encounter. They then go upward until they arrive at heaven. They are purified there
and return to the ground in the form of sunshine, moonlight, starlight, warmth of the sun, and
rainfall. When people welcome them, the former evil spirits will be freed and laugh for joy.
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5.6 %™ A welcome shower
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B : 2022 FIIMATS ‘ 2022 £F 8 B. 33x24cm. FOME. B

A welcome shower: Rain nourishes the Niraganachi. When it rains abundantly, water is absorbed
and stored under the ground.This nourishes Niraganachi and helps them grow. When we
prepare paddy fields, if there is some leakage of water, we cannot expect a yield of rice. So,
after cultivation with cows and then by a carabao, we shouted our prayer, “Even if the heaven is
perforated, the ground should have no holes.”
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5.7 8RNF Predicting a typhoon
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R& : MRKBRACEL DK 2017 £ 6 B. 35x25cm. EIFR#E. KE
Predicting a typhoon: | drew this in June 2017, predicting a strong typhoon in autumn. As

predicted, a typhoon hit Japan in September, and people were killed. Typhoons may be

dangerous, but we should welcome them. We must thank and pray for everything coming from
afar, like typhoons, yellow sands, or dragonflies.
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5.8 Kk Water cycles
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R : LDV &N DEKIK 2021 3 B, 26x18em. TV K. P D1JILKE

Water cycles: Underground water cycles may constitute the Niraganachi. \We feel that water cycles
are continuously weakening every year. This is because we have replaced the soil and trees with
construction work for roads, buildings, and airports. It is also because people have forgotten the
importance of Niraganachi and stopped praying to them.
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5.9 #EN 5 7% KHk Water cycles for ever
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R ®NDE8KIk BZEREHFdDE 2022 FF 7 B, 30x21em. LB, BINE

Water cycles for ever: | drew this just after my hospitalization following an acute heart attack.
| am living on an end of the water system that is sustained by the sacred ground deities and all
other lives. When the great water cycle of this planet stops, my heart will also stop immediately.
Therefore, my shortest prayer is, “Forever be the water cycles!”
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Wakaranko, Nko (author)

She was born in Yonaguni Island,
Ryukyu Arc, in 1954. At the age of two-and-
a-half years, she began drawing as part of her
job of taking care of germinating rice grains.
She grew up listening to oral traditions from
the elders and continued to use the Yonaguni
language in elementary school, resisting the
ban of her language as a dialect. Her life's
work since junior high school has included
research on human-plant relationships. As an
adult, she lived in Naha, Shikoku, Kyoto, and
Saga. She eventually returned to the island
and established a dyeing and weaving studio,
making use of natural materials from the
island. In 2011, she moved to Hokkaido, where
she lives to this day. She continues to create a
variety of artwork from her daily prayers for

peace for all lives.
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EDITORS
Ankei, Yuji (http://ankei.jp)

He was born in the Toyama Prefecture
in 1951. He majored in Anthropology and
Area Studies and is a Doctor of Science (Kyoto
University). He 1s currently a Professor Emeritus

at the Yamaguchi Prefectural University.

Ankei, Takako

She was born in the Aichi Prefecture. She
majored in ecology and ethno-ecology and is a
Doctor of Science. She is currently a part-time

lecturer at the Yamaguchi Prefectural University.

Toguchi, Ken

He was born in Motobu-cho, Okinawa,
in 1953. He majored in geography and 1s a
Master of Science (University of Tsukuba). He
1s currently a part-time lecturer at the University

of the Ryukyus.
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A self portrait of the author, entitled "A person wondering 'Who am | ?'
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Due to the author's condition, all

correspondence regarding the content
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Visit a database of 4000-word vocabulary, drawings,
and movies of prayers and songs in Yonaguni
language.
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Vast is our ocean, and we must open our minds wider: A message from the anthor

In this book, 1 express my memones of life on Punan Chima (Yonaguni Iland of
the Ryukyu Arc, near Taiwan), through my drawings and writings. It aims to be of some
help to revive Dunanmumud (the Yonaguni language), which is in danger of disappearing,
Tt also seeks 1o restore dignity o the indigenous culiure of the Ryukyu Isdands and ensure the
peaceful coexistence and continuity of the family of life on this miracle planet. Itis a
declaration of peace through respect for hiodiversity and cultural diversity.

On Yaonaguni Island, we have spoken Dunansmunud, the UNESCO-designated
language. We have respected all living things and invisible spirits on the island. We have
thanked and prayed to the plants and animals, our life-givers that provide food.
Throughout pur long history, islanders have wiscly responded to natural disasters such as
droughts, long rains, ddal waves, sunamis, and other crises in the water eycle by using
our traditional environmental knowledge. For us, the earth, sea, and heaven are sacred.
In our traditional cosmology, the holy ground, occan, and heaven work together to
purify the dirt and pollution made by us humans, Surprisingly, this 15 consistent with the
latest scientific studies showing that the circulation of water in the atmosphere reduces
entropy while keeping the earth in a steady state, T hear.

Today, the global environment and food sccurity are at stake, How can we, the islanders,

survive in peace? Here [introduce a translation of my poem entitled “Islands Free of War,”

That day, fish was cooked in the pot. Suddenly, everyone began to flee
from the air raid. Grandma ran with the pot and lamp. Grandpa ran with
Grandma’s pillow. Father ran with the reins of his horse. Mother ran with her
baby crying on her back. The cat also ran. Even the chickens ran. When the
bombs fell en our southern island, everyene ran and ran and ran. After the war,
the elderly continued to talk of war-free islands. Those elderly who spoke of
peace all passed away. “Are other bombs going to fall on our island again?”
asks Mother. And yet, | love my country, made up of so many beautiful islands.
Vast is our ocean, and we must open our minds wider. We will coexist with
people who may be different from us. My generation did not experience war.
And yet, | continue to travel with the cry, "No bombs, no war.”

March 2023, WAKARANKO Nko
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