From Personal Memory to Cultural Heritage:
The case of 1477 Jeju drifters’ oral tradition
in Yonaguni, an Island near Taiwan
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(Institute for Biocultural Diversity)

With the Late Wakaranko
(FOFR & &) of Yonaguni Island




1.We must know history to talk about the future
Three drifters of Jeju returned fro
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1700 persons live in Yonaguni Island. Its
landscape and fishery (2025)
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Horses were introduced after 1477 (photo©AnkeiTakako 2025)




A detailed narrative of their 6-month stay in Yonaguni Island
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Three survivors’ talk on their 2-week drifting and the
loss of the 5 fellow sailors http://sillok.history.go.kr/
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http://sillok.history.go.kr/

Detailed description of rice cultivation: planting once and harvesting twice.
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Islanders did not steal or quarrel each other. They cherished their
children and do not hit them even when they cry. They were
illiterate and had no chief. We roughly understood what they said.
They tried to sooth our homesick, announcing our departure to the
east, showing new and old rice.
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Wakaranko flErE &
(Mar. 1954 - July 2025)

We first met in 1990.
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Text in Yonaguni language
with Japanese translation.

Long long ago, nobody
knows when it was.
Three men arrived at
our island from an
unknown place, different
from Japan (Damatu),
China (Tu), Europe
(Uranda), Taiwan or Lan-
yu (Kétoésho). Hence they
were named Fuganutu,
“men from elsewhere.”



Seeing orange blossoms, they burst into tears. Fuganutu
People saw that their home had oranges too. RIHN LINKAGE
S | & .o Artbook 03,
Feb. 2025
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Link: Fuganutu
https://airtable.c
om/appyjnsQagx0
tuy8Gk/shrmTbha
xeMO1GOmM9W/t
bIbWkHyUCL24h
Oeu/viwSV02pid
10xBfE4
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Grass thatched huts near the seashore
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ﬁguuggg_:’ The chief of the
island, Muranuuya

(village parent) was
a woman. She
soothed their tears
for the loss of their
5 sail mates.
Probably, Jeju
people could not
Imagine a woman
to be a chief
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They showed great in;ce;,esi in the captured fish.
The islanders wondered why‘ e so-curious.
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We wondered how Fuganutu could
protect themselves from evil spirts
having only short hair like fish tails.



They hung a tree leaf everyday under the roof
probably they were counting the days of their stay.

4
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Daily, they
drew and
wrote on
the ground,
and noted
something
on a cloth.

39



They regularly gathered and drew on the ground what they saw. They
complained of the fragile cray pots and proposed to make better ones.
People could not understand the crooked symbols beside the figures.
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Fuganutu pounded fish and various fruits and plants to make a
very badly smelling something. They used it to spice their food.

g % H"n‘
. ‘

REEE, LUmIK, FIE

1’5% They were quiet, well-
behaved people who were
interested in everything, but
they would suddenly become
angry when they didn't
understand the reason. One
day, a young local man visited
one of them and threw away
something smelly that was in a
clay pot, saying, ‘This is
rotten.” Fuganutu became
furious and a violent fight
broke out.




They were good frlends of chlldren and taught many games including a swing.
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Their sitting posture
was different from
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Good at singing and dancing, they made great friends of the
islanders, and youngsters made brotherhood with these wise
and hard-working visitors.
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“There are so many
ideas of for innovations
in life Fuganutu taught
Yonaguni people.
Counting time and tide,
new cooking methods,
conservation of food, so
many games to play
with etc., etc.”
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Islanders constructed a big dugout canoe with timber from
Irlomote Island Muranuuya the chlef chose 13 men

N

B o T S Y ~ to send them
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& . Y- to Iriomote,
- | £ % at 70 kms to
| ‘0/ | ‘J‘Y the east.
P — T - Ever since, we
- | ' have waited

- &

B forthe news
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| in the arms of
r , / ( ) % ' their parents
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Comparison between oral tradition and the Veritable Records

(two versions, concise in May and detailed in June 1479)

Veritable Records

Oral tradition

Topics May 1479 Jun. 1479 Feb. 2025
Survirors 3 3 3
Deaths 5
Sailors to Iriomote 13 13 13
Departure After 6 months End of July End of July
First of the three EFIFELI ®IFKIESN | MrSlow, judgement
Second Z1X X, P8 Mr Tall, skillful
Third Z=1F Z=1E, 1250 Mr Loud, cheerful

The sole difference is that the oral tradition holds pigs surprised

drifters. Pigs and goats were only kept in Okinawa Island.




Women continued to make and wear the underwear
“appa” of Fuganutu and ordered Wakaranko to master
its making along with all the stories the old had told her.

(C) ANKEI Takako Appa made by Wakaranko



Why was this oral tradition not known until today?

Around 1956, elders decided to raise Wakaranko (2 D bun ~~*~' N WL
years old then) as a leader-shaman in charge of food 2 .,‘,v | ?AZ’)"‘- St;;,
and resource management to revive the role of a BN .";:QE:W) 7&/1,

traditional Mutukkahamai (see her self-portrait, a deity E&% & ;/ &
giving birth to all living things). The Fuganutu legend was

a part of her apprenticeship. Nobody else were thought ’“‘ A%

to master it, and even her parents were ignorant of it in
the midst of post-war social, economic, and political
turmoil. When elders gradually faded away, she was left
alone as the sole successor of this oral tradition.
Because of distrust and contempt from around she had

our first visit to Jeju in 2007, when she began telling US RN LINKAGE Artbook 02
about the three men drifted from elsewhere... https://dunanmunui.wixsite.com/my-site



Successors of
Fuganutu legend.
These figures
were added to
the Fuganutu
artbook to
convince readers
that many elders
passed down the
oral tradition in
detail with deep
sympathy until
the 1980s.

124 2%



3. Returning the forgotten Fuganutu legend to the islands
Three seminars in Yaeyama with Prof Chun Kyung-soo (Mar 2025)




Ms. Wakaranko has sent us one-meter-
thick notebooks, a 1000 drawings, 4000
vocabulary cards and recorded songs.
Beside two artbooks and several
scientific papers, they will be published
as a database of Yonaguni, a Heritage
for Future Island:
https://dunanmunui.wixsite.com/my-site

Conservation of the
original is needed to
prepare for “Bit Rot”
or data degradation.



A journey of gratitude
and remembrance with
Prof. CHUN Kyung-soo, a
descendant of Jeju (Feb.
2009 and Mar. 2025).

* In 2025, a new joint study project has begun
with three Korean specialists including Prof.
CHUN under the sponsorship of the Institute for

Jeju Studies. GEMZ28A3TAT)



“An island with cultural competence will never perish."
(Kinsei Ishigaki, a community leader of Iriomote Island 1946-2023)

Hoshitate was among 8o ==

the 18 villages of ?ﬁ%&% Z i'f bj? é I

Yaeyama at the verge of SRATGERANRE Y ETY % N
extlnctlo.n. An explcl>drrer TH TR J XA DB B BTG
Sasamori Gisuke (HEFx ?

#%B)) predicteditin s ¥

1893 and Hoshitate is o, :

the unique exception T

that has escaped his

prediction thanks to ?;;

welcoming immigrants. %
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. Local leaders, mostly immigrants from
Towards the establishment of a elsewhere at their forties created a new

charter to protect and pass on the Charter of Hoshitate village in Iriomote

: : : : Island:
biocultural diversity of every village 1. Participation, 2. Succeeding traditional

: . , culture, 3. Co-existing with nature,
Hoshitate Yuipitu Charter’s Preamble (2025) 4. maintaining the landscape, and

At the foot of Mt. Kanazayama, 5. Community- based development.
surrounded by rivers and the sea, lies
the village of Hoshitate. We are -
grateful to nature for sustaining life and & &
nurturing wisdom and culture. We take -~ /W2 ¢
pride in the heart of unity and traditions £ @&
passed down by our forerunners, and = —
we are committed to promoting village
development. We will pass on this rich
homeland to future generations.
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The southern shore of Yonaguni Island
the drifters loved to stay, one of the
last sketches by Ms. Wakaranko.



